Message

From: Sass, Jennifer [jsass@nrdc.org]

Sent: 1/31/2018 1:33:55 AM

To: jsass@nrdc.org [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=71d3elcd2cfed4b2bae6d327bleacf155-jsass@nrdc.org]

Subject: Letter from 90 experts on IRIS to National Academies

Ninety people in total — scientists and community leaders - signed on to the letter supporting the EPA IRIS chemical
hazard assessment program. | will present the letter as comments to the National Academies meeting later this week.

A direct link to the final letter is here:
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/nrde-scientists-and-community-leaders-support-national-academies-2018-review-epa-
iris

And, my blog about it, with links, is below:
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/iennifer-sass/chemical-hazard-assessments-shouldnt-be-polluters-prize

EXPERT BLOG » JENNIFER BABER

A tug of war 8 taking place this wesk in Washington DO that will pit environmental haalth sclentists

against polivters and thelr Washington insider allies. The batlle ground is the National Academies of
Scisnces (NAE) ~ the Nation's premiers scientific institute providing non-parlisan objsctive guidance
for polioy makers, The prize s EPA s preamiers chamical hazard assassmaent program, the infegrated

Risk Information System (RIS, See NALS DELS-BEST17-03)

RIS s & very valuable prize, because the RIS Toxiclly Vaiues (how much exposurs 1o a chamical
can causs how much cancer or other health hanm in 8 person or community’ are used by regulators
at the BEPA, by local state and regional govermmaeants, and around the world 1o sst health-based imits
for chamicals in air, water, food or soil. RIS assessmaents are also used by forward-thinking and
sustainable chemical and product manufacturers, fabnoators, and relatiars 10 build safer ang

more sustainable products.
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¥ the independent objaclive science wing, then the IRIS program will continue 10 be fully funded, staff
will be supportad, and ds Toxicity Values will continue 1o provide the global public with raliable,

fransparent, cradible scientific IRIS chemical hazard assessments and toxicily values.

If toxic chemical manufacturers and poliuters win, then the IRIS program will ikely be shifted from
ERAs Office of Research and Developmaeant {ORD) and into the Office of Chamical Safely and
Pollution Prevention {OCEPP) which reguiates pesticides and toxic chamicals, and which s now run
by the regulated industry and polluders, Such g shift is called for in the current Senate FY2018
Approprigtions Bill {ses Minority Hesponse) The reguiated chemical industny's opposition o the IRIG
orogram s welbdocumentad and long-standing (see NRDO 2011 report documenting industyy

manipuiations and sbuses),

This shift would move RIS from a science and ressarch office (o & reguiatory polioy office under the
management of Nanoy Beck, g chemical mdustry fobbyist prior 1o her recent political appointment at

ERA D HBeolls pravious foray into developing risk asssssmeant guidslines was g fallure, as
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avidencad by the NAS conclusion that the dralt government-wide risk assessment bulletin which she
authored while at the Office of Management and Budge! ({OMB) was “fundamenially flawad” and the

unprecedented recommendation for s withdrawsa! (NAE 20073,

Moving the RIS program o Beck's Toxios Offics would surely destroy the RIS program’s good work
and progress, that eamsd i praiss in its pravious National Academies review (NAS 2014}, and mors
recantly praise from EPA's independent Soience Advisory Board {BAR, Bept 2017}, whoss own
nclependencs & also undsr severs attack, as the Trump EPA replaces independant academic

axperts with antieguiatory, climate-deniar, and industry appomniess,

Iy short, RIS i3 i a fight for s tife, as EPA political appointaes tighten the nooss. Tha protection of
EFAs soisntific ndependencs and nlegnty 18 of great concem {0 stats snvironmental and health
departments, manufacturers, busingsses, scientists, academics, haslth professionals, and the
oublic. That's why NRDO and over 80 sclentists, environmantal health experts, medicsl
orofessionals, and community leaders have signed a letter of support for the RIS Program as it is
under sisge by the chemical manufacturers. We hope that the 2018 National Academies revisw will
orovide support for the RIS program o continue as an independent chamical assessment program
committed {0 using the best soiantific methods for enswing protection for public health and the

arvironment.

Senior Scientist, Natural Resources Defense Council
Healthy People & Thriving Communities Program
And, George Washington University, Dept. Environ Occup Health

Mail: NRDC, 1152 15t St NW, Suite 300, Washington DC 20005
Tel: 202-289-2362; Mobile: 202-243-9107; Skype: sass.jen
Email: jsass@nrdc.org Twitter: @JBSass

Let there be no peace without justice, no worker without rights, no child without future, no elder without care, no individual without dignity. Let us take great core of
Nother Earth. {adapted from Pope Francis on the Poor and Indigenous Peoples}
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